A. Prayer Points

i. Give thanks for the rain, from Emerald (20mm) to Moranbah (50mm), Springsure (40mm) and even beyond;
iv. Give thanks for the medical progress and even healing of some, but please continue to pray for others with
ongoing health issues-physical, mental, addictions, medical tests, chronic conditions;

v. Pray for the Following Jesus series and all who will share in its presentation;
vi. VAD legislation will be introduced into the Queensland parliament shortly. There will be a conscience vote
vii.
viii.
ix.
x.
xi.
xii.
xiii.

on this legislation. Pray for all MP’s, including our own Lachlan Millar, as they turn their minds to this key
issue;
Pray for our missionaries: the Harden’s (Interserve) and the Andersen’s (OM) in central Asia, Tanya Johnson
(Wycliffe) in Victoria and UnitingWorld’s Jenny Guyatt. An update from Tanya is below;
New mums (including Mia) and mums-to-be (including Ebony & Jude);
The man or woman after God’s own heart to be ECA’s new full time pastoral care worker;
The end of the school holiday period: teachers, students, travellers, traders;
Pray for the indigenous people of our land and a reconciliation pathway for our nation;
Emmaus, especially those involved from this church; and
The people of Haiti after the assassination of President Moise.

B. A Table of Some Coming Events
Date
Fri 9 Jul

Activity
Bible study, 10.30 am

Leader
Jane

Prayer meeting, 11.30 am

Venue
Church hall

Church hall

Sun 11
Jul

Public worship, 10.00 am

Fri 16 Jul

Bible study, 10.30 am

Church hall

Prayer meeting, 11.30 am

Church hall

Jim

Church

Sat 17
Jul
Sun 18
Jul

Gideons breakfast, 7.00
am
Public worship and
communion, 10.00 am

Alan, Gideons

The Irish

Jim

Church

Han, Susie

Salt Bar and Grill

Tue 20
Jul

Three course dinner,
fundraiser for music in the
church, 7.30 pm
W&PC meeting, 7.15 for
7.30 pm

Thu 22
Jul
Fri 23 Jul

Worship and communion,
Avalon, 2.00 pm
Bible study, 10.30 am

Jim

Avalon

Iola?

Church hall

Fri 23Sun 25
Jul
Sun 25
Jul

Constructing a
building, I Cor
3:10-15
Fighting the
battle, Eph
6:10-18

Fighting the
battle, Eph
6:10-18

Office under
manse

Prayer meeting, 11.30 am

Church hall

Presbytery, PCYC
Lammermoor

Lammermoor

Public worship, 10.00 am

Sermon Text
Constructing a
building, I Cor
3:10-15

Iola?

Church

Becoming a
servant, John
13:1-17

Becoming a
servant, John
13:1-17

Notes
COVID-19 face to face
activity.
Following Jesus V
COVID-19 face to face
activity.
COVID-19 face to face
activity.
Following Jesus V
COVID-19 face to face
activity.
Following Jesus VI
COVID-19 face to face
activity.
COVID-19 hotel rules.
COVID-19 face to face
activity.
Following Jesus VI
COVID-19 restaurant
rules.
COVID-19 face to face
activity to domestic
dwelling rules.
COVID-19 aged care
facility rules.
COVID-19 face to face
activity.
Following Jesus VII
COVID-19 face to face
activity.
COVID-19 face to face
activity.
COVID-19 face to face
activity.
Following Jesus VII

C. Livestream Link
Sunday 11th July: https://youtu.be/92SlDpKFNEI
D. Emerald Fundraising Dinner
Emerald Uniting Church is holding a fundraising dinner on Sunday 18th July.
Details are below and an advertisement is also in this bulletin. This will be
hosted by Han and Suzi Soedira.
Han would like the money to be put toward music in the church. Those with
sharp ears may have noticed a very recent church council spend in this
area: our beloved piano has been tuned!
If you would like to attend, tickets are available for purchase from Doug or
Philipa Core – phone 0427 330 478 or 0437 122 295 or see them at church.
Tickets must be purchased in advance, not on the day.
When you purchase your ticket, you will be asked to indicate which main
course you would like, so that Suzi has the numbers in advance.
The cake auction will be a bit different. If yours is the winning bid, you will
not get the cake at the dinner, but will be able to order it to be delivered
any time up to three months after the dinner. The cake will then be made
and decorated by Suzi.
We hope to see you there for a fun night of food and entertainment!!
E. ‘Rural Reflections’
The book of devotions for rural Australia produced by Emerald Lutheran
Church is at the printers. It should be available locally very shortly. A flyer
about it is in this bulletin. The elders have agreed in principle to have
Stephen Jaensch, the local Lutheran pastor, come and ‘launch’ the book in
Emerald Uniting Church, and for this a tentative date of 1st August
(fellowship lunch day) has been booked. Stephen is also encouraging
people to purchase online, so if you’d like your copy before then please go
to the web address on the flyer.
F. Major Sermon/Bible Study Series 2021
Your W&PC elders have selected a theme (living the Christian life) and
aligned bible study book (Following Jesus) for our major 2021 teaching
series.
You’ll see from the table below that we’ve dedicated a week to each of
eight topics in the bible study book. Each weekly topic concludes with a
sermon on that topic. Study takes place on the Monday-Saturday, either
corporately or privately, then the sermon is on the Sunday. You’ll also note
the Sunday preaching during those eight weeks will be shared by Jim and
the elders. This is a good thing, because it means we’ll be getting Sunday
input from more than one Christian on how he or she seeks to follow Jesus
in their daily lives.
If you’d like to join one of the group studies, you are of course very
welcome to do so. The study book can be worked through corporately or

privately. If the latter, then do your own work on a passage and let the
Word, the Spirit and the preaching illuminate your conclusions. Either way
we hope and pray this series will deepen your love for your Lord and your
capacity to follow him in all life’s ups and downs.
5-10 Jul

Bible studies etc

Constructing a building

Sun 11
Jul
12-17 Jul

Public worship

Sun 18
Jul
19-24 Jul

Public worship,
communion
Bible studies etc

Jim

Sun 25
Jul
26-31 Jul

Public worship

Iola (tbc)

Sun 1
Aug

Public worship,
communion

Jim

Bible studies etc

Bible studies etc
Doug

Fighting a battle

I Corinthians 3:1015
I Corinthians 3:1015
Ephesians 6:10-18

Fighting a battle

Ephesians 6:10-18

Becoming a servant

John 13:1-17

Becoming a servant

John 13:1-17

Entering a kingdom

Hebrews 12:14-29

Entering a kingdom

Hebrews 12:14-29

Constructing a building

Following Jesus V
Following Jesus V
Following Jesus
VI
Following Jesus
VI
Following Jesus
VII
Following Jesus
VII
Following Jesus
VIII
Following Jesus
VIII

G. Tanya Johnson (Wycliffe, Kangaroo Ground) Update (Tue 6 Jul)
Hi all,
Thank you for waiting patiently for this update. It has been a crazy busy couple of months. I have kept it short (for
me) and I hope it gives you a quick overview of everything that has happened since March.
Enjoy.
Tanya.
https://tanyasjourneywithgodinmission.blogspot.com/2021/07/just-catching-my-breath-for-moment.html
<https://tanyasjourneywithgodinmission.blogspot.com/2021/07/just-catching-my-breath-for-moment.html>
H. Avalon Volunteers
The Avalon aged care facility in Emerald plays a key part in the fabric of Emerald’s community life. It provides a place
in the district where older or incapacitated people can live and receive a level of medical, social and religious support
they require. Part of that social and religious support is provided by local clergy and volunteers. They enhance and
add layers to the programmes run by the facility. They are, in effect, ‘icing on the cake.’
Like so many other community organisations, Avalon lost volunteers with COVID-19 in 2020. The present easing of
COVID restrictions has opened a window to rebuild that volunteer base. If an interest is there and you’d like to
explore helping in that facility as a volunteer, please contact Elizabeth (diversional therapist-0427 813 536) or Jim.
I. Cleaning the Storeroom
Thank you to Philipa and Maree who laboured hard last week to clear, tidy, clean and sort the storeroom. A table
loaded with items removed from the storeroom stands in the hall. Please take a moment to look over those items
and identify if any of them should be kept for historical, monetary or other reasons. If they should, please let Philipa
or Maree know. Any items not so identified may wind up being given or thrown away.
J. A Post NAIDOC Worship (4 Jul 21) ‘Heal Country’ Thought, courtesy Rev Garry Hardingham
How do the majority of Australians, those who are not of aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander descent, find meaning in
NAIDOC week? Especially, how does non-aboriginal Australia become involved without cultural appropriation or

shameless tokenism? Rev Garry Hardingham, presbytery minister of the Carpentaria Presbytery, spoke recently to
one of the elders of the Alpurrurulam people in the Northern Territory and asked this very question. The response
he received was both interesting and encouraging. Uncle Dave asked Garry a theological question in return: “How do
Christians understand country as people who grew out of the Jewish nation?”
Garry’s first reaction was to speak of Christianity as arising from the Jewish religion. Judaism has country central to
its self-understanding, and this underpins their relationship to God and their Jewish nationalism.
Uncle Dave said, “No... you don’t get it.” He then paraphrased Leviticus 19:34 which says, “The stranger who resides
with you shall be to you as the native among you, and you shall love him as yourself, for you were aliens in the land
of Egypt; I am the Lord your God.”
He then went on. “Aboriginal people came here thousands of years ago and now belong to this land as the Jews
belonged to their land. And those who have come from other nations are also welcome to our land. Our hope is to
welcome all people as God has commanded. But for those we welcome we ask for respect and honouring of our land
and the people who God had entrusted to this land.”

Tikamili Tiare
11/06/21

